On the road to the Antinuclear
World Social Forum 2017
Since the first World Social Forum (WSF)
held at Porto Alegre in 2001, the antiglobalization movement has expanded and
consolidated. Several WSFs took place in Latin
America, in Asia, in Africa and, in August
2016, in North America. New themes enriched
this dynamic. In 2013 and 2015, nuclear issues
have been the subject of several workshops and
the first Antinuclear Social Forum was held in
spring 2016 in Tokyo, where a « Call for a
nuclear-free world network » was launched. In
Montréal, the second Antinuclear Forum took
place within the WSF.
Since France is the most nuclearized country
in the world in proportion to the number of
inhabitants, French antinuclear organizations
thought it relevant to host the next Antinuclear
WSF in France, from 2 to 4 November 2017,
in Paris.
In France, during the last few years, an
uninterrupted succession of resounding failures
occurred: Areva was saved from bankruptcy
thanks to government intervention; frauds in the
construction of vapour generators and reactor
vessel have led to the shutdown of a large part
of the nuclear plants for security reasons; EDF
adventures in EPR projects (Olkiluoto,
Flamanville, Hinkley Point) endanger its
financial health.
All over the world, nuclear has generated
unmanageable problems. Radioactive wastes are
here for thousands of years, and their
management is now imposed on future
generations. However, shouldn't we stop their
production first? The extraction of uranium in
third world countries is a major source of
pollution, the first victims of which are the
mining workers. The health of nuclear
maintenance employees is threatened by
radiation exposure. The catastrophes of Mayak,
Windscale, Three Mile Island, Tchernobyl and
Fukushima, have shown how this activity is a
source
of
unmanageable
nuisances.
Nonetheless, authorities supposed to protect
victims actually try to force populations to live
in contaminated areas (Ethos program).

How to put an end to this activity which,
from material extraction to waste management,
is life-threatening? How to avoid a new major
disaster? How to firmly engage ourselves on the
path to the energy transition?
Contrary to what is claimed by nucleocrats,
the development of nuclear energy cannot be a
solution to global warming, not only because
this activity also emits greenhouse gases
(extraction, construction, transport, dismantling,
storage) but especially because it would be
necessary to construct hundreds of nuclear
reactors to meet energy needs, which would
greatly increase the risks of accident, wastes
and proliferation. Which strategies would allow
us to stop quickly the production of nuclear
power, together with to reduce the emission of
greenhouse gases of anthropogenic origin?
Links between civil and military nuclear are
numerous. The former contributes to the
proliferation of the latter, with often the same
actors, e.g. in France: Areva, CEA and EDF.
In addition to being expensive, the nuclear
deterrence policy is criminal. It is in
contravention of a UN resolution that condemns
the use of nuclear weapons, considered as a
crime against humanity. The bomb has caused
more deaths in the course of its development
than by its use and North hemisphere is still
covered with persistant radioactivity resulting
from nuclear tests in the 1960's. Will the
opening of negotiations, at the UN in 2017, for
a treaty banning nuclear weapons be a decisive
step towards a world free of nuclear weapons?
For those issues to be debated, we invite
you to attend an international meeting. We
will share our experiences and discuss
together on the means to make possible the
emergence of a world free of nuclear
weapons and nuclear power generation.
The facilitation Committee of the Antinuclear
WSF 2017.
www.wsfnonuke.org

